Guide to AQA GCSE Science UMS Marks


The UMS Mark Scale

For each HIGHER TIER module paper taken a mark on the Unified Marking Scale (UMS) out of 100 is given. These marks correspond to GCSE grades as shown below:

	UMS Mark
	Grade

	90 to 100
	A*

	80 to 89
	A

	70 to 79
	B

	60 to 69
	C

	50 to 59
	D

	40 to 49
	E

	Less than 45
	U


For each FOUNDATION TIER module paper taken a mark on the Unified Marking Scale (UMS) out of 69 is given. These marks correspond to GCSE grades as shown below:

	UMS Mark
	Grade

	60 to 69
	C

	50 to 59
	D

	40 to 49
	E

	30 to 39
	F

	20 to 29
	G

	Less than 20
	U


Note: It is not possible to gain a UMS mark greater than 69 from a Foundation Tier paper.

Final GCSE Grades – Double Science

The SCIENCE GCSE is made up of three UMS marks, one from each science (the Biology 1, Chemistry 1 & Physics 1 module papers) plus another UMS mark out of 100 from the coursework. The overall UMS mark out of 400 is used to award a GCSE grade for SCIENCE. 
A similar procedure occurs with ADDITIONAL SCIENCE GCSE using the Biology 2, Chemistry 2 & Physics 2 module papers. For both cases the UMS grade boundaries are shown below:

	UMS Mark
	Grade

	360 to 400
	A*

	320 to 359
	A

	280 to 319
	B

	240 to 279
	C

	200 to 239
	D

	180 to 199
	E

	Less than 180
	U


Final GCSE Grades – Triple Science
In each science three written papers (e.g. Biology 1, Biology 2 & Biology 3) each produce a UMS mark out of 100 (69 for Foundation Tier papers).  A fourth UMS mark out of 100 is given for coursework. The final GCSE grade for each of the sciences will be determined by the overall UMS mark, in each case out of 400, as shown in the table above.

How the raw mark gained on a paper 
is converted to a UMS Mark.
Different module papers have different levels of difficulty. In order to be fair, in all papers the marks required to gain an A grade have to yield the same level of UMS mark. For example in the June 2007 Biology 1 paper students obtaining 23/45 were considered to have achieved A grade standard and 28/45 was considered to be worth an A*. Students obtaining these marks were therefore given UMS marks of 80 & 90 respectively. A student who gained an intermediate mark such as 25/45 was given a UMS mark of 84.

The full conversion table for the June 2007 modules Biology 1, Chemistry 1 & Physics 1 is shown below:

	UMS

Mark
	Grade


	Biology 1
	Chemistry 1
	Physics 1

	
	
	/45
	/45
	/45

	100
	A*
	33
	41
	36

	90
	A*
	28
	34
	30

	80
	A
	23
	27
	24

	70
	B
	18
	20
	18

	60
	C
	13
	13
	13

	50
	D
	10
	11
	10

	45
	E
	8
	10
	8

	<45
	U
	0
	0
	0


Note: 

It was possible to obtain a UMS mark of 100 for a mark as low as 33/45 in Biology! 

The Chemistry paper was thought to be the easiest of the three as students usually needed to gain a higher mark for the same UMS grade level.
Retaking Modules
Modules can be retaken. If a higher UMS mark is gained from the retake then this mark will replace the former highest mark. If the retake mark is lower then the original higher mark stands.

Coursework

As previously stated coursework marks are also converted into UMS marks. So 19/34 for an ISA could end up being a UMS mark of 90 (A*)!
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