Physics Essay and Poster Details  (JAA & KT GROUP)
As part of your independent research and skills development during the period following the AS exams you will be writing an extended essay on a scientific/ engineering topic of your choice.

This will be of particular importance for OXBRIDGE students and those wishing to enter the THALES competition.

You may choose a current piece of scientific research or controversy and investigate the reasons for its development. 

1000 words in good English should be written or typed on A4 size paper. You must present your reasons for your choice of research, discuss its possible future uses and list all the sources you have investigated, books or websites etc.

The background to your choice of topic is also an important factor in placing it in the current scientific framework. You should refer to current experimentation and to prior theories or discussions, naming eminent researchers. It is important that you state the underlying Physics principles behind the research and relate it to your own experiences.

When writing your essay ensure you have planned it carefully with a logical and thoughtful style of presentation.

This will be referred to in your Higher Education reference and the independent research and use of language will be important.

THALES ESSAY TITLE:  “Investigate the challenges facing Engineers/ Scientists in today’s world and discuss the methods by which these are being resolved, referring to current research”. 
Hard copy including any diagrams must be submitted to Mr Taggart by Thursday 2/7.
A further skill which you will develop is that of producing a poster display about your chosen essay topic.  This is a skill which is valued and further developed in University courses.  For example every third-year physics student at Durham produces a poster, which relates to a chosen topic of individual special interest. The posters are displayed at a "Poster Session" held at the end of the Autumn Term which students are expected to attend to defend their posters as well as spending some time viewing and discussing the posters of other students.  All of this is assessed as part of the year’s course.
Your poster should be visually interesting as well as informative.  You need to use this opportunity to advertise and justify your choice of topic for the essay to your fellow students and others.

The poster needs to be printed out or otherwise made ready for display on Friday 3rd July Period 2 and 3.  You will need to be prepared to defend your choice of topic and your poster to your fellow students who will be judging the posters.

For inspiration as to what can be achieved you can look at:

http://www.dur.ac.uk/resources/physics/undergraduate/Physics_Level_3_poster_200708_BurnD.pdf http://www.dur.ac.uk/resources/physics/undergraduate/Physics_Level_3_poster_200708_PowellAW.pdf http://www.dur.ac.uk/resources/physics/undergraduate/Physics_Level_3_poster_200708_WilesT.pdf
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